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LIQUOR STORES - SUNDAY TRADING 

1. Mr J. McGRATH to the Minister for Racing and Gaming: 
I was glad to see the minister down in the main street of Geraldton during the lunch break, checking out the local 
pubs, which are part of his portfolio.  I refer to the government’s intention to introduce legislation that will allow 
liquor stores in the metropolitan area and some in the country to trade on Sundays. 

(1) Is the minister aware that the Department of Health is currently before the Supreme Court opposing a 
Sunday trading approval granted to the Subi Cleanskins liquor store in Subiaco, a business run by a 
young couple with a baby who have already spent $40 000 defending this case? 

(2) Is the minister aware that the Department of Health is also opposing an extended trading permit for 
Wongan Liquor in Wongan Hills, a great country town, on the grounds of public health? 

(3) Will the minister please advise the house on the implications of the actions of the Department of Health 
for the government’s plans to deregulate Sunday trading hours for liquor stores? 

(4) Why are the minister’s department and the Department of Health moving in different directions on this 
matter? 

(5) Why is the Department of Health wasting scarce resources pursuing this matter in opposition to the 
government’s own policy? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I thank the member for South Perth for the question.  I inform members that, of course, when Shane rode off into 
the sunset in the movie, he was dead at that point! 

Several members interjected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN:  Unfortunately, that was one of the small facts about that movie that came back to my 
mind.  However, our Shane is well and truly alive and doing a great job.  

(1)-(5) For the benefit of people in the gallery here today, it is the government’s intention to put in place a 
comprehensive set of reforms of Western Australia’s liquor licensing laws.  For too long the tourism 
and hospitality industries, and the people interested in public health and law enforcement, have been 
held back by what are undoubtedly the most outdated laws related to the provision of liquor in 
Australia.  The government is proposing a whole range of initiatives for the metropolitan area that will 
also apply across the state, although with one difference.  In the metropolitan area we are proposing to 
introduce laws that will allow liquor stores to open on Sundays in the same way that hotel bottle shops 
are allowed to open on Sundays.  At the urging of some of my colleagues, I had a look at the situation 
in the country and I recognised that, particularly in relation to some small country towns, there would 
be potential difficulties for the survival of some hotels if liquor stores were able to open on Sundays.  
The government therefore created a situation in the country different from that in the city.  We thought 
that that would be supported by most members of this house.  I have made the offer numerous times for 
the opposition to come together with the government and work out what it would like to put into this 
package.  I have done that on a completely bipartisan basis.  

Several members interjected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN:  The member for South Perth will acknowledge that I have made that offer to him many 
times so that we come together to work out the areas of difficulty.   

In relation to public health concerns, members may be interested to know that the Australian Medical 
Association and also the public health institute, under the tutelage of Mike Daube, have totally and completely 
backed our liquor reforms.   

Several members interjected.   

Mr M. McGOWAN:  If members opposite have concerns about health matters, they should understand that the 
independent bodies in the community that examine these issues have been working in the interests of public 
health.   

Several members interjected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN:  The AMA is independent.   

Several members interjected. 
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Mr M. McGOWAN:  It has said that it backs our reforms of the liquor industry.  We have the backing of all 
sorts of groups across the community for this industry.  If members opposite want to ask me questions about the 
health department, the member is asking the wrong minister.   

Several members interjected.   

Mr M. McGOWAN:  The member who asked the question is a new member of the house, therefore I will 
overlook his ignorance.  Perhaps the member should address his question to the minister who has responsibility 
for the actions of the health department.   

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  I call the member for Cottesloe and the member for Vasse to order.   
 


